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SERMON. ＋ 
ON THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 


' EXODUS. XX, 12. 


HONOUR. THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, THAT THY.DA Ys MAY BE 
LONG UPON THE LAND WHICH THE LORD THY 60D CIV "BT THEE. 


EVER. thing which Gov e e us 
to do, is a duty: : we owe it to Him, our 


Creator, Preſerver, and Governour. Some | 


duties are to be performed to Gop alone, as 


worſhip for example, and are therefore called 


duties towards GoD. Other duties are to be 
performed to Man, as juſtice for inſtance, and 
are therefore called duties towards Man: and, 
although they are due to all men, yet as they 


commonly concern thoſe who are near or 


known to us, they are called duties towards 

our Neighbour. The four firſt command- 

ments contain duties towards Gop; the ſix ; 

laſt, duties towards our Neighbour : and, EE 

the ten commandments were at firſt written, 

or engraven, on two tables of Kone". (al- 
Het Exod. xxxi. 8 


1 


0 though it is not known how many were 
written on one table, and how many on the 
other,) the duties towards Gop are ſome- 
times called the duties of the Firſt table, and 
the duties towards our Neighb our, the duties 
of the Second table. e 
Ae Fifth Commandment is, « Honour 
0 thy father and thy mother.” | 
The firſt relation which wy wat can 


have to another is to his father and mother; 
nad therefore a proper behaviour to them is 
Ns firſt duty towards his neighbour : and this 
duty begins as ſoon as he can diſtinguiſh right 


from wrong. The duty of a "= to bis Pa 
Y rents is As follows. 
PFirſt. To reverence De? that. is, to FRO 


| 4 fear them. The love of a child is due to 


his parents, as the perſons Who brought him 


into life, nurſed him in childhood, and main- 


tained him in youth. The mother has borne 


on his account many pains, and labours, and 
watchings: and the father has ſupported 
him, If rich or proſperous, with kindneſs and 
attention; if poor or unſortunate, with labour 


alſo, and anxiety. The natural affection of 
Every parent to his child demands a return 


of natural affection. The tender and active 
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bw of a Good parent to his child; wem 
Aa ſuitable return-of the warmeſt love 0 height- - 
ened by gratitude. . The fear which is due 
from a child to his parents, is-an awful dread 
of diſobeying or offending them. This fear 


naturally oO out of his love and gratitude: 
it is due to them as the perſons to whom, un- 


der Gon, 5 owes his being, and whom Gop , 1 


has appointed to be his guides and governours. 


Secondly. This reverence due from a child 
to his parents is to be expreſſed, in his com- 


mon behaviour, by all uſual tokens of reve- 
rence; and in his actions, by obedience to 


their commands. The authority of the pa- 


rents over the child is univerſal and abſolute 
during the ſtate of infancy and youth: it 


ought to have conſiderable weight when he 
is at years of diſcretion, eſpecially if he con- 
tinue under their roof: and after he is ſettled 
ä abroad in the world, the opinion and advice 
f- his parents ſhould be heard with great 
ene and have a proper influence, ae- 
cording to fituation and circumſtance, upon 
his conduct. But this authority, as ever) 
other, is ſubject to this limitation; that if a 


parent ſhould be ſo wicked as to command 


or adviſe any thing A he is not to be 
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to. the utmoſt of his power. 
not of natural affection only, but of gratitude 
and juſtice. 
the child in the helpleſs ſtate of infancy, with- 
| out the uſe of limbs or underſtanding? when, 
ſio far from procuring bread to eat, he could 

-not put it into his own mouth? Who, but the 
fond and anxious parent, that is now finking 
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obeyed. Or. followed: no parent or friend, no 


oommand or advice, can juſtify an evil action. 
Thirdly. It is the duty of a child to make 


tha life of his parents as comfortable and happy 
in every particular as he can; by every mark 
of reverent affection; by attending them in 


ſickneſs and infirmity; by cheering and amuſ- 


ing them with his company, ſo long as he lives 
with them, or near them; when he is ſepa- | 
|. rated from them, by viſiting them as often as 
' diſtance and other circumſtances will permit. 


If parents be in narrow circumſtances, the 
child is bound by every obligation to aſſiſt them 


For who was it that ſupported 


under age, and ſickneſs, and poverty, is ap- 


proaching to a ſecond childhood, and wants 
nearly the ſame aſſiſtance? Though the pa- 
rent ſhould not be reduced to this extreme 
_infirmity of body, or failure of neceſſaries or 
f conveniences, r old age has always its . 


This is a debt 


1 ( 1 10 
liar evils. It is itſelf a ſickneſs; and thats, 
fore needs cordials and comforts. If the main- 

tenance of the parent depend upon his induſ- 


try, as years come on, labour is more painful, 
and gains leſs wages: every aſſiſtance, there- |} 


fore, given by the dutiful child who is. in health } 
and vigour, to the parent every year growing 
more ſickly and feeble, is doubly acceptable; 


it ſupports him in his greateſt need, and ſooths | 


him as a mark of his child's affection. If the x 
aged parent. have every accommodation of a 
competent or affluent fortune, the company 


and attention of his children is a relief and en- | 1 


tertainment which no wealth can purchaſe; 
it is the only token of their duty which they 
can offer, and it is the laſt muſes of his life | 
which he will reliſh. Tk 
_ - Theſe ſeveral duties of a child to his parents; : 
ariſing from his relation and obligations to 
them, are enjoined in this commandment un- 
der the word,” 66 Honour.“ N 


3 
* 


As the Ten Commandments are a ſhort and 
general account of our duties to Gop and Man, 
every commandment is underſtood to contain, 
not mene the aug" wen it enjoins in FG 
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, word, but allo every other a0 which i is con- 
| . neRted with it. Thus, when the Fifth Com- 
mandment fays to the Child, «honour thy 


father and thy mother, it is ſuppoſed in 


reaſon to ſay to the Father and the Mother, 
e behave to your child in ſuch a way as to 
4 deſerve that honour:“ (although the child 


owes the honour,” whether the parent deſerve 
it or not.) In like manner, as it enjoins you 
to honour your father and your mother, ſo 


does it call upon you to honour your Grand- 


father and your Grandmother, your Uncle 


alſo and your Aunt, and your Guardian. Fur- 
ther, as it is your duty to honour thoſe who are 
above you in your own family; ſo ought you, 


in ſuitable degree and manner, to honour 
| thoſe who are above you out of it; as your 


Maſters, Teachers, arid Governours. 


follows. 
- Tir. To Baur at ſupport thaw. Na- 
ture moves every living creature to take care 


of its offspring: and therefore a father or a 


mother who neglects to do ſo, is uſually called, 


not only unjuſt and cruel, but Unnatural. | 


This care dught to be anxious, diligent, and 


| continual; ſeeking, and uſing, the, beſt mens 


The ns of ae to their children, it is as 


auble to their condition and reaſonable: expecta- 


of IN wp the child. in n 1 al 4 
ſtrength. Many children are loſt through the 
careleſſneſs and blameable ignorance of the | 
mother, and through the ſcanty maintenance 
provided by an idle father. For parents thus 
to neglect a helpleſs infant whom they have 
brought into the world, inheriting their infir- 
mities, and looking up to them for nouriſnu- 
ment and protection, how heinous a crime is ct | 
this! how hateful in the ſight of man! how | 
| deſerving of puniſhment in the ſight of Gon! 
The Second duty of parents to their chil- 
aan, is to breed them up in a manner fuit- ly 


tions in the world. If the child be to earn his 
living by day-labour, handicraft, huſbandry, 
or trade, he ſhould be early accuſtomed to the 
induſtry, and furniſhed with the knowledge, 
_ neceſſary to each of theſe employments. If 
he be deſigned for any higher calling or ſitu- 
ation, his education ought to be carefully 
ſuited to it. The neglect of this duty pro- 
duces conſequences fatal to virtue and happi- 
neſs in every rank of life. It brings the child 
of the poor man to want and wickedneſs, and 
often to an untimely end. It leads the child 
of the man of moderate fortunes into a ſ1 tua- 
A 4 | 


„„ 


tion ee and dangerous, a 1 life without 
35 employment, and habits of expence without 


an income. It leaves the child of the rich 
man, without mental ability to perform the 
duties of his place, and without reſources to 
amuſe his leiſure. When the labourer or the 
tradeſman gives to the alehouſe or tavern, or 


the wife of either to her goſſipings, the time 


and money which they owe to the bringing up 


of their children, they little think of the beg- 


be gary and bankruptcy, which they are prepar- 
ing for themſelves and their family. When the 
1 gentleman detains his ſon from ſchool, to gra- 


tify his own weak indulgence, or to entertain 


his vacant hours; to quicken and confirm a 
natural propenſity, ſufficiently powerful, to 
the ſports of the field and the turf;* to cloy 


the child with the amuſements of youth, and 


the boy with the diverſions of manhood, and 
ſo leave the man without an untaſted luxury, 
to lament, with the aged, that there is no- 


thing new under the ſun; he does not ma- 


turely conſider, whether a perſon ſo trained is 
IT likely to raile, improve, or enjoy, a a fortune, 
or to fill any ſtation whatever with wem, 
5 uſefulneſs, or honour. agony” 


ks Hor. Art, Poet. 161. 


tt 11 93 

The Third, and principal, duty af parents bv 
| ©: their children, is to fix in their minds the 
love and fear of Gop, and to teach them the 
truths and duties of Chriſtian Religion. No 
thinking parent can neglect this duty without 
horror; for he hazards the happineſs of his 
child, not only in this ſhort uncertain life, but 
in a life which will endure for ever. The 
praiſe which the Almighty gave to Abraham 
is never to be forgotten. I know, him that 
he will command his children and his houſe- 
hold after him; and they ſhall keep the way 
of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment. x 
| Imitate his honoured example. Teach your 
children © the Way. of the Lord, the things 
which they are to believe concerning him, 
and to do to pleaſe him. Tell them who it is 
that made them, and preſerves them; that has 
the ſovereign government and diſpoſal of them, 
now, and to all eternity. Speak to them of b- 
his power and juſtice, his goodneſs and mercy. | 
Inform them that he knoweth their down- = 
4 ſitting and their upriſing; he underſtandeth | 
all their thoughts; he is about their bed, and 3 N 1 
about their path, and ſpieth out all their 1 
-*% Ways. "+ nes them that he hath ſent 3 
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Gen. xviii, 19. ee aum exxxix. 3. 


. 
* 
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his ſon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord to IF us kein dur 
ſins, and to teach us our duty; that he giveth 


us his Spirit to guide us, and to make us holy. 


Aſſure them that if they keep his command- 
ments they will be wiſe and happy; that if 
they neglect them, they will be fooliſh and 
miſerable. Accuſtom them to pray to him 


every morning and evening. Bring them con- 
ſtantly to Church, to offer up their prayers 
with the congregation, and to be improved in 
Chriſtian knowledge and piety. Theſe thin gs 
ſhalt thou teach diligently unto thy children: 


* 


* 


thou fitteth in thine. houſe, and when thou 
* 


5 * * 


* down, and when thou riſeſt up. * 


The duty of ſervants and maſters is as s fol- 


tows. Buy a ſervant I mean, not only a houſe- 
hold ſervant, but alſo a workman, that is, a 


N . perſon who hires out his ſkill and labour to 


another, but does not live in his family: And 
when I mention a manſervant or a workman, 
1 intend equally a maidſervant or. a work- 
woman. In like manner, when I ſpeak of a 


1 master, I mean alſo a miſtreſs. 
The Firſt e of a ſervant is i hon. Ho- | 


„ Dent: Vi. 7. 


thou ſhalt talk of them” continually; when 


walkeſt by the way, and when thou n 


ſhy is the FO of all to alt but 1 mention 53 
it in this caſe of ſervants particularly, becauſe 
their ſituation affords them great opportunities 
of diſhoneſty, and highly increaſes the-guilt _ 
of it. A diſhoneſt houſehold ſervant, or work- 


placed in him; injures the p 


general ſuſpicion and diſtruſt in the family 


affvity. Hz ought to.enter into the concerns | 


| wy 
; 3 for it is the condition of his hiring, and |} 
the terms of his receiving his wages. He has 
fold his labour and knowledge to his maſter 
for a certain time; a year, for example, as a 
houſehold ſervant; or a month, as a harveſt 
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man, ſhamefully abuſes the truſt which is 
erſon who ſupplies 
him with all the neceſſaries of life; occaſions 


— * 
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and neighbourhood ; and, as far as in him lies; | 


| makes it impoſſible that the buſineſs of the F 
world ſhould. go on e e or e = 
abu: e Hoe Pas 1, "i 


The bs duty of a n IS induſtry ant 


of his maſter, and forward his intereſt .with 
= ame anxiety and diligence as he would his 
n. This, in truth, is a branch of his ho» | 


man; or ſo many hours in a day, as a car 
penter or labourer. Now if he: leave his 


work, or do it careleſsly, for any part of the 4 
time raged, he defrauds op maſter as much } 


1 


as if he took out of his pocket 1 amount of 

nis wages: nay, he injures him ſtill more, in 
the interruption of his buſineſs, and the waſt- 

ing of his goods. The farming ſervant, for 
example, who neglects to tend or feed the 
herd or the flock, or miſmanages the fields in 
ſeed time or harveſt, is not a better friend to 

his maſter, than he who ſteals from him a 
| ſheep, or'a ſack of: Wheat. The houſehold 
ſervant who waſtes or gives away his pro- 


| - viſions, is not more juſt to him, than a ſtran- 


ger who takes away a joint of meat, or a loaf 
of bread. The Joiner, or Maſon, who hangs 
ũdling over his work, or executes it ill, or leaves 
it unfiniſhed, does not deal more kindly by his 
employer, than one who robs him of a piece 
of furniture, or makes a breach in his garden 
wall. How can any of theſe ſervants receive 
the uſual recompenfe of their labours without 


| ſhame and remorſe? How can the houſehold 


ſervant fit down with comfort at the table of 
his injured maſter? How can he reliſh- the 


milk of his kine, the bread of his granary, or 


the meat of his flock? How can the work 
man accept his money in full tale at the end 
of the week? Above all, how can either of 

them lie down in peace after the unrighteouſ- | 


1 


oh of the 1 and hope for the favour and 40 
protection of his Heavenly Maſter, who ſeetn 
all «the hidden things of diſhoneſty,” *; and 
will recompenſe. OF man es th to w_ | 


work __ 


The Third duty. of a. aum is to hs Ks. 
work at all times, in every particular, with 
cheerfulneſs and good humour; behaving to - 
wards his maſter with a reſpect and ſubmiſſion, 


due to one Who by the order of Providence, 


and his own agreement, is placed above him; 
„not anſwering again; I ready to execute 
all his juſt commands; and defirous to give 
him all poſſible ſatisfaction. There is no coun- 


try wherein ſervants enjoy more freedom, 


plenty, and kindneſs, than they do in England; 
there are very few countries. where they enjoy 
ſo much. Here, it is always in their power, if 


they be reaſonable and frugal, to be happy in 


their ſervices, and to lay up ſomething for a 
houſe of their own. They therefore lie under 
ſpecial obligations to“ ſhew all good fidelity 
to their maſters, and to pleaſe mem well i in 


: « all Wings 5 


The mY of a maſter to his ſervants, is * 
g follows. 


W . #2 Corinth. iv. 2. DSS Titus ii. 9. 
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2 Ewe; Honiſty, in paying them plajQually 
8 und fully the price of their attendance and la- 
dour. As the poverty: of the workman, or his 


dependent upon his employer, that the em- 
- . ployer can in a manner fix his own price, it is 
diss eſpecial duty to ſet it fairly and generouſly: 
in ſuch a caſe to agree for too low a price, 
is juſt the ſame diſhoneſty, as it would be in 
another not to pay the whole price agreed: it 
is, moreover, that aggravated kind of diſho- 
neſty, which we call oppreſſion, or the taking 
of an advantage of the poverty and helpleſſ- 
neſs of another. It is, further, the duty of 
the employer to pay his workman in money, 


the workman ſo agree or deſire: (if he ſo 
deſire, it is reaſonable to afford him that con- 
venience) for he ought to have the choice of 
his market, and the beſt commodity for his 
price. Gop threatens ſevere judgments . 
thoſe who oppreſs the hireling in his wages, 
and give him not for his work. 4. The wa- 
* ges of him that is hired ſhall not abide with 


dee all night until the morning. Be- 


* hold the hire of the labourers who have 


- * Malachi ili. 5. 4 Jeremiah xxii. 23. | { Leviticus xix. 13. 


place of abode, may ſometimes make him ſo 


and not in goods, wheat for example, unleſs 


10 


. 


e 


« reaped down your. fields, which is of vou 
« kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries | 
„ok them who have reaped are eee into 


« the ears of the LoRD of Sabaoth.”'*. 


The Second duty of a maſter to his ſervants, 


i civil and kind behaviour in word and deed. 


He will make their attendance and labour as 
eaſy and agreeable to them as may be. He 
will conſider and ſpare them when they are 


fickly and infirm; and will be anxious to ſee 


them ſupplied with all means of n and 


recover „ 


The Third duty of. a car to „ his 3 1 


and to his houſehold ſervants elpecially, is to 


inſtru them, or ſee that they be inſtructed, 
in Chriſtian Religion; and to uſe all the influ- 
ence of his advice, example, and authority, to- 
A maſter 

, owes this duty more particularly to ſuch of his 
ſervants as come young into his family. He 
ſtands to them almoſt in the place of their pa- 
rents, who have entruſted them to his counſel 


guide them in the paths of virtue. 


and protection. He has great and happy op- 


portunities of promoting the temporal and eter- 
nal welfare of all his ſervants. His example is 
They fear him 


every hour before their eyes. 


james v. 4. 
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as RE Maſter. and (if they. are grateful) they 


| love him as their friend. He will inſtruct and 


adviſe them from time to time. He will ſet 


the Holy Scriptures before them; and put 


ſhort and uſeful books into their hands. He 
will meet them daily at Family prayer: he 
will read to them at appointed ſeaſons: and 
bring them conſtantly to Church. In a 
houſe ſo ordered, they will grow wiſer, and 
better, and conſequently more happy, from 
day to day. They will have the higheſt reaſon 


to bleſs Gop for theſe advantages: and if they 
do not improve under them, their fault will 


8 


r 


parents to their children, and of maſters to 


is to read the word of Gop; to diſpenſe the 


vou, in public prayer; to preach to you in the 
congregation; to admoniſh you in private; and 


are bound to reverence his character, as a Mi- 


SERMON 5. 
o THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 
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EXODUS XX. 12. 


HONOUR THY FATHER, AND THY MOTHER; THAT THY DAYS MAY BE 5 
Lobo UPON THE LAND WHICH THE LORD THY GOD GIVETH THEE. 


7 Hays oben of the: 8 Honour” tap From n 
children to parents, and from ſervants to 
maſters. I have alſo explained the duty of 


their ſervants. I come now to treat 24 
Teachers and Governours; their en and . 
the honour due to them. _ 35 
There are two kinds of. Teachers. Firſt 
The Miniſter of your pariſh : whoſe office it 


ſacraments; to go before you, and join with 


by all other means to inſtruct you in the truths 
and duties of religion, and to lead e to 
faith and godlineſs. 

Vour duty towards him is as fellows. Your , 
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niſter of Ursus Cunisr, ordained by his au- 


| thority, to guide and forward you in your 
way to Heaven. 
your immortal ſouls, to liſten to his inſtruc- 
tion and admonition.” 
3 recompenſe him for his labours, in the man- 
ner and meaſure which the laws appoint; 
and, when that proviſion. is not ſufficient, by 
| your free gift. Gratitude calls upon you, 
moreover, to be deeply thankful for his be- 
- nevolent- endeavours to ene . ever- 
| laſting welfare. 


It behoves you, as you value 


- Juſtice requires you to 


The Second kind of T. is: is one PEER 3 


| employed by your parents or guandians to in- 
ſtruct you in learning, arts, or trade. 


The Teacher of learning i is bound to infiruct 


1 you in religion, and lead you to virtue. For 
religion is the firſt learning; and virtue is the 
higheſt wiſdom: without them, no learning or 
wiſdom will avail you any thing. For this 
reaſon your Preceptor, or Schoelmaſter, de- 
votes a portion of every week, to your infor- 
mation in (chriſtian faith and morality. He 
puts into your hands ſuch religious books, as 
he thinks ſuitable to your age and capacity. 
He joins with you daily in morning and even- 


ing prayer. He brings you -conſtantly to 


| 


5 1 | 4 
| Church. He PWR you to all Wöese t i 
and deters you from all wickedneſs; by the | 
_ moſt weighty confiderations, the approbation 
or the dif pleaſure of Gop Almighty, and the 1 
rewards or puniſhments of another world. 
VLVour duty towards him is as follows. You | 
are to reſpect his office, as your Teacher and 
Governour, e, to direct your ſteps in 
the 2 to goodneſs, knowledge, and happi- 
neſs. You are diligently to attend to his in- | 
p anche and punctually to perform his com- 
mands; whether they relate to religion, or learn- g 
ing, or good temper and manners, or the care 
of your health, cloaths, books, or money, or to 
any other ſubject whatſoever. Above all, you | 
are to liſten to his leſſons of religion; for with- | 
out attention to them, as I have ſaid before, no 
other leſſon will make you wiſe, or honoured, | 
or happy. Your: firſt leſſon of learning, for 
5 e is your grammar: and a neceſſary | 
one it is: for without it you will never under- 
mand a one language, nor (perfectly) even 
your own. But what will you gain, if, while 
you learn your grammar, you forget your 
catechiſm? if, while you grow familiar with | 
« declenſions and moods and tenſes, you be- 
come a ſtranger to © the articles of Your 
8 HO 5 
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ce Amiden faith,” and «your ity towards 


| . Gop and towards your Neighbour?” What 
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will it profit you to be learned in the adven- 


_ tures and characters of all the - Dii Majores” 
and « Dii Minores in the Pantheon, and 
every tradition and fable in Ovid's Metamor- 

phoſes; and to be ignorant of the true hiſtory 


of the Creation, the perfections of Gop, and 


the means and conditions. of Salvation, as de- 


lvered in the Scriptures of Truth? I would 
have you learn the Latin and Greek Tongues 
with all alacrity and diligence: they are the 


5 keys, to large treaſures of knowledge and en- 
_ tertainment: they are neceſſary to the phyſi- 
_ cian, the lawyer, and the divine: they are 


requiſite to the ornament and amuſement of 


every gentleman.. But if, while you are ac- | 
quiring thele languages, and growing up found 


and polite ſcholars, you do. not daily improve 
in chriſtian principles, which will make vou 
good men, affectionate brothers huſbands 


and fathers, kind neighbours, and loyal ſub- 
1 jects, © though you could ſpeak with the 
| *<. tongues of men and of angels, and have all” 
claſſic taſte, and all ſcientific © Wee 


* 1 Corinth. vil. 1 


ers, and the condition of his indenture with 


13 family. Diligence, in learning their art or 


8 1 1 
you will not be an honour to your family, of 
a e to your country. | 5 
The Teacher of any art or öde if the £7 
learners or apprentices are placed in his houſe, 
or under his conſtant government, is bound to 
give them religious inſtruction, and lead them 
to godlineſs; becauſe he ſtands in the place of 
their parents; he has the diſpoſal of their time; | 
and he has the opportunity and influence 
requiſite to this neceſſary work. Whether 
they be in his family or no, he is obliged to 
inform, and practiſe, and perfect, them in the 
art or trade which he profeſſes. This is the 
purport of his engagement with all his learn- i 
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his apprentices; if therefore he waſte their time, 
or apply it to any buſineſs foreign to his art 
or trade, he lies equally under the reproach of 
his own conſcience and the cenſure of the law. 
Ihe duty of Learners or Apprentices is as | 
follows. Obedience to the directions of their 
maſter, as a teacher; and to his rules and orders J 
(if they be in his houſe): as the maſter of his 


trade, and if they be apprentices, in applying 
their ſkill and labour to the benefit of their ; 
maſter. Fidelity, in eee his intereſt, f 

8 3 


1 


his trade and family. 5 
| Tux Honour wh che pay to r 
: piirents, and ſervants. to their maſters, and 


all civil obedience and order; and the dili- 
gence of parents, maſters, and teachers, in the 
religious inſtruction of their children, ſervants, 


are the nurſeries of chriſtians and citizens. 

Children well educated make good men; ſer- 
vuants well directed are afterwards good maſ- 
ters; learners well taught and employed be- 
come uſeful teachers: forming, and continu- 


and civil government, proſperous in the affairs 
of time, and hopeful in the iſſues of eternity: 

ll the parent, the maſter, and the teacher, ho- 
_ nowred; the child, the ſervant, and the learner, 


al virtue, led on by good example, obliging 
= to his equals, reſpectful to his W 
3 wand inen to all men. How 


135 „ Rom, Xii. 10. 


and in keeping ade * > private co concerns of 
learners to their teachers, is the fou ndation of 


and learners; is equally the ground-work of 
all chriſtian morality. Families and ſchools are 
| the ſeedplots of the church and ſtate: they 


ing from age to age, a Chriſtian Nation, 
= holden together by the bonds of moral duty 


growing in religious knowledge, improving in 
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Are does it concern every parent, maſter, 
and teacher, anxiouſly to diſcharge his part of | 
this beneficial duty, for the ce — | 
his family, and his country! 7 
Your Governours are * the Kine, ind all | 
KL WhO are put in authority under him; that 1 
is to ſay; the two houſes of parliament, all | 
; jud) ges, and other magiſtrates. TO their pro- 
tection you are indebted, under divine provi= | 
/ dence, for every worldly bleffing. By them 
_ your life, and liberty, and property, are pre- 
ſerved, from the violence of foreign enemies, 
and of wicked men at home. Through their 
means you enjoy the inheritance of your fa- 
thers, and the fruits of your own ſkill and la- 
bour. Under their guardianſhip the rich man ! 
0 his houſe and eſtate; the tradeſman 
his ſhop and merchandize ; the poor man his 
cottage and his wages, his poultry and his ſheep. 
Without laws and government no man would 
have any thing. For who would build a houſe 
which he is not ſure to poſſeſs? Who would 
raiſe corn and breed cattle, for his enemies 
from abroad, or for plunderers at home? The 
whole country would become a wilderneſs: 
and wur one would be obliged to taks ROWE 5 
1 55 eee ee 'Catechiſin, 5 
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under a tree, and to live upon the fleſh of wild 
birds and beaſts, and the natural fruits of the 


Ez uncultivated earth. Whereas under our laws 
and government, every Engliſhman fleeps in 
peace and ſafety in his own houſe: he ſits 


„ ſecure. under his vine and under his fig- 
tree, his oak and his apple-tree : he eats 
of his own field, and his own flock; or of the 


} food which he purchaſes with his money, or | 


gains by his trade or labour. Whatever he 


has, be it much or little, it is ſure to be his 


own, to him and to his children after him: no 


man can take it fr Om them. He has alſo, un- : 


der the bleſſing of Gop, an equal chance with 
his neighbour of gaining more. He may ſee 


his children more thriving, (though not, per- 


| haps, more happy) than himſelf. Many a 
man born of lowly parents has become great 


zl in church and ſtate: and many a wealthy 


merchant has learnt the firſt rules of arithmetic 
in a charity ſchool. _ 5 0 
Vuoour duty to your Governours i is as follows. 
Firſt. Reverence to their office, as © Miniſters 
of Gop to you for good.“ . For although 
the Perſons be appointed by human laws and 
5 conſtitutions, the Office is ordained , by God. 


* Micah iv. 4+ 5 +, see Rom. xili. 1—7. | 


7 27 * 
Whoever, Auen diſregardeth the office, 


verence is, in an eſpecial degree and manner, 
due to the Kine, on account of his high dig- 
nity, pre- eminence, and authority; as the ſo- 
vereign guardian of your lives, liberties, and 
properties; as the maker jointly with the 
houſes of parliament, and the ſupreme exe- 
cutor, of the laws. This reverence is due 
every other of your Governours, in proportion 
to their rank and order, whether bodies or in- 
dividuals, eccleſiaſtical or civil. Vour ſecond 
duty to your Governours is obedience to them, 
and aſſiſtance when required, in the execution 
of the laws. Vour third duty is cheerful pay- 
ment of taxes, adjudged by the King and Par- 
liament to be neceſſary to the defence, go- 
vernment, and proſperity, of your country. 
Theſe are duties of us all, as ſubjects, to 
our Governours. But many perſons are, at 
the ſame time, ſubjects, in common with their 
fellow citizens, and governours, as magiſtrates 
ſet over them. While, therefore, they have, 
as Subjects, the duties abovementioned to- 
wards their governours, they have alſo, as Ma- 
giſtrates, the duties following towards their 
governours and their fellow citizens. They are 


diſregardeth the ordinance: of Go. This re- 


Cs 


tions, reverence and obedience to the King and 
all who, are in authority over them: for how 
unſeemly, and how pernicious,” would it be in 


act, or to the laws which they have engaged 
to execute? They are obliged to a ſteady ex- 
ertion of the powers veſted in them; eſpecially 
mn matters which concern the peace and well- 
being of the nation, and the ſecurity, good 
order, and comfort, of their particular diſtricts. 
They are not only to puniſh an actual breach 
of the peace, but to correct miſdemeanours 
which, in the provident eye of the Law, ap- 
| pear to lead to it, as vagrancy, drunkenneſs, 
lewd prints and publications, profaneneſs : 


places; wherein the intercourſe of many ren- 


ner preſeribed by the Law, the Guardians of the 
= Morals of the people; Guardians, againſt evil 
cCounſel and evil example: they are appointed 
for « the. puniſhment. of wickedneſs and vice, 
* and for the maintenance of religion ww vir- 


fingularly bound to ſhew, in their words and: ac- 


5 them, to exhibit any diſreſpect to ſuperior au- 
thority, or to the commiſſion under which they 


eſpecially in cities, towns, and other populous 


ders vice more contagious, and their union 
makes crimes more practicable and more dan- 
gerous. They are, in the meaſure and man- 


b 
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of this weighty truſt, . they have the high ho- 
nour and ſatisfaction of advancing the proſpe- - 
rity and welfare of their country, and contri- 


buting to the happineſs of their e citizens 


in 12 me” and in a life come.” 


Tam fifth eottiwulialitient concludes thus: 
« that thy days may be long,” that thou 


$ mayeſt have long life and peaceablef continu- 
ance, ? in the land which the Lord thy Gop 


« giveth thee.” The law of Moſes incited 


| 13 * Epe Prayer. 
N Government! is a great truſt; and the powers of it are not 
intended merely to do honour to thoſe who have them, but muſt be 
uſed for the good of the community. This is a truth ſufficiently 

known; it has been ſounded in the ears of the nation, without ceaſ- 


ing: but the misfortune is, that this doctrine has been applied fo | 
_ conſtantly to the Supreme Magiſtrate only, that thoſe who have Sub- | 


ordinate Powers derived from his authority, forget, or are not ac- 


cuſtomed, to make the application to themſelves. And yet ſurely 


there is not a Conſtable, but bas, in proportion to the power the law | 
gives him, a truſt repoſed in him, in behalf of his King and his 
Country. Thoſe who are in higher offices have ſtill greater reaſon, 
as more depends upon the exerciſe 'of their authority, to be watchful 


for the community. The good of ſociety muſt be influenced by 


their conduct and example, one way or other. Great officers of Jor | | 


tice cannot be uſeleſs; without being pernicious.” 


Biſhop Sherlock's letter to the inhabitants of London, and Weſtmins i 
iter on account of the 1 1750. 
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the people of ! ſrael to religious duty by a ſpe- 
cial promiſe of bleſſing on earth, over and 
above their general expectation of reward in 
|. heaven. This promiſe is referred to in the ſe- 
cond commandment, and is here expreſſed in 
the fifth: which two commandments are ſo 
enforced, as we ſuppoſe, becauſe the fin for- 
bidden in: the one is ſubverſive of all piety to 
- Gop, and the duties of the other are the foun- 
dation of all charity to man. The Goſpel of 
Chriſt gives the obedient diſciple no unfailing 
aſſurance of happineſs in this world. His ſure 
reward awaits him in another. Nevertheleſs 
Chriſtian © godlineſs is profitable” in reſpect 
to both worlds: having, in a limited degree 
and extent, © the promiſe of the life which now 
« jg, as well as of that which is to come.“ * It 
has the promiſe of the life which now is, in the 
natural courſe of things, in the ordinary "A 
dence of Gop, and frequently, I beheve, in 
| his eſpecial bleſſing. Temperance, fobriety | 
and chaſtity, lead to health and long life. Ho- 
nour paid to parents, and religious education 
given to children, render a family peaceable 
and happy. Obedient ſervants, and inſtruct- 

ing maſters, make a houſe orderly and prof per- 


* 1 Tic. iv. 8. 
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The teacher has the rowird of his f de- 


i in profit and reputation: and the learner 


carries with him the fruits of his early dili- 
gence, into his profeſſion, trade, or retire- 
ment. But of all the chriſtian virtues, no one 

1 think, ſo completely neceſſary, and ſo 


we conducive, to the repoſe and happineſs 


of this world, as the willing obedience of ſub= _ 
jects to Governours, and the watchful care of 
Governours over ſubjects.” The life, liberty, 5 
and property, of every citizen depend upon 
the ſafety of his Country: the meaſure of his 


conveniences and comforts riſes or falls with 
its proſperity: his life, liberty, property, con- 
veniences, and comforts, all are hazarded, and : 


moſt, if not all, periſh, in its ruin. The ho- 
nour paid to Governours, and the protection 
given to ſubjects, and the conſequent union of 
the whole community, are at all times eſſential 


to the ſecurity and proſperity of a State: but 4 


in feaſons of Diſtreſs and Danger, they are ne- 
ceſſary to its Exiſtence. The Duty and the 


Reward, the Sin and the Puniſhment, are 


THEN fet plainly together before the eyes of 
every man: Honour the King, the Conſti- 
« tution, and the Laws, that thy days may be 


Fc long. in the land which he: Lord thy (op _— 


(Ss) 


; ö Ge [Kath given thee.” In ſuch ſeaſons. particu- 
larly, let every man bewnre, leſt; ſeduced by 


party contention; a diſcontented ſpirit, or a luſt 


of reform, he ſhorten his days, or live a ſlave to 
his enemies in his own land; or a wretched ex- 
ile out of it. He has this ſimple leſſon to re- 
collect and practiſe: obedience to the Laws, 


and ſupport to the Magiſtrate in the execution 


of them. This is his Duty; and it is his Safe- 
guard: for Rebellion” againſt lawful autho- 


.= rity © 18 as the ſin of witchcraft; Ws it is a man's 


entering into a league with Satan, againſt the 
order of nature and providence, and the well 
being of mankind; and his own ſoul. The 
contriver of revolutions and « the beginner of 
« ſtrife” in a country; is as one who. let- 
* teth out water J. from an embankment of 


F ; the fea: he drowns the fields and meadows 
| and villages in the neighbourhood, and is ſoon 


after ſeen himſelf a e e 9 75 the 
borders of the flood. 


Tux Law of Moſes contained types and 
CLE ſhadows$ of 8 to come under the ie 
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| Read 2 XIV. 2. Heb. xi. 16. aud xiii. 14. 
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* of Chritt. A type is any e one thing repre- | 
ſenting another, as the ſtamp on the wax does 
the figure on the ſeal. A ſhadow repreſents, 


leſs perfectly, the body which makes it by hin- 
dering the light. The many continual ſacrifices 
offered in the temple, were a type of the all- 
ſufficient ſacrifice, which was to be once offer- 0 


ed on the croſs.* The weekly ſabbath was a 
type of that ing: reſt, which awaiteth'  - 
good men in the world to come . The holy 


of holies in the temple was a type of Heaven 7 3 
The land of Canaan given to the people of 
IIxael was a type of a better country, d pro- 
miſed through Jeſus Chriſt to good perſons of 
all nations. The worldly rewards of obedience, . 
given to the Jews intheir land of ſojourn, were 75 
ſhadows of the heavenly rewards, which are 


promiſed to Chriſtians, in their own ſettled 
country and everlaſting home.] In this man- 
ner you may apply to yourſelves, the promiſe 


made to the Jews in the fifth commandment. 
66 Honour thy father and thy mother: that th y #4 ae 


* Heb. x. 1—14. 
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42 Heb, ix. 24. and x. 19, W Be Mt 
$\ Heb. xi. 14—16. 2 Pet. iii. 13. Heb. xii, Ss 
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1 days may be long in the. land which the 
Lord thy Gop giveth thee. Keep this 
* commandment, (and the others alſo) and 

“ thou ſhalt enter* into a land which never 

* can be loſt, and a life which will never end: 
( thy days therein ſhall-be long and happy; 
long, as the days of eternity; and happy, as 

ny the favour and PRI? of pop: can 1 make 


Matt. xix. 17. 


